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ABSTRACT  

 

Historical neighborhoods are one of the urban spaces that contain a set of social, cultural and 

economic values and are a suitable context for social sites. They are not only a desirable context for 

living but should also be combined with the contemporary life of societies and their needs over 

time to form an effective interaction between communities with historical sites. 

The development of cities, industrialization and the phenomenon of tourism on the one hand and 

the inability of historic neighborhoods to meet contemporary needs on the other hand is a threat to 

the two-way interaction of communities with historic sites that has reduced residential housing in 

the historical context and thus reduced sustainability. Thus, sustainable conservation as a 

comprehensive action by emphasizing the concepts of "social interaction and sustainability" can 

improve the quality of life in historical sites in accordance with contemporary needs and lead to the 

continuation of a dynamic presence and life in the historical context. In order to increase the 

sociability and social interactions of spaces, three physical factors should be considered the 

physical body of the historical sites (as a suitable platform for voluntary activities), environmental 

activities (by holding purposeful gatherings and seasonal gatherings and the realization of civic 

participation), and human factors (to meet psychological needs). 

The potential of neighborhoods, in addition to being the bedrock of internal development and 

physical cohesion and social solidarity of cities, on the other hand have been the source of creating 

a space of remembrance and connection between the past and present. Among the social spaces in 

the neighborhood, we can mention Ab Anbar, Mosque, Hosseinieh (Ritual gathering place), 

Saqakhaneh (a place for drinking water) and Hammam, which in the past caused willing or 

unwanted encounters between neighbors and over time, it has been effective in forming a 

communication network and becoming a place for social interactions. But today, with the spread of 

modernism, neighborhoods have undergone extensive changes and the function of some of the 

social spaces mentioned that had the role of creating social interactions has been greatly 

diminished. Therefore, this study intends to measure social interactions and sustainability in this 

neighborhood by measuring the criteria of the physical body, environmental activities and human 

factors in the social spaces of Sahl-ebne-Ali neighborhood located in the historical city of Yazd, 

while preserving its cultural and historical values, causing vitality and promoting social interactions 

in the neighborhood. 
 

Keywords: Historical Neighborhoods - Yazd - Social Interactions - Social Sustainability - Social 

spaces 
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1 INTRODUCTION  

 

The purpose of architectural knowledge is to create a suitable environment for improving the 

quality of life. Achieving this goal requires a correct understanding of man as a social being. 

Human talents flourish in humanity with others and their values are promoted. In general, the 

promotion of human interactions and relationships has been considered as a factor in the 

development of individual and social life. In the traditional cities of Iran, the layers of life from 

personal privacy to large social spaces had a clear hierarchy, and the sequences of space began 

from the room and crossed the courtyard to the vestibule, Darband, Barzan, alley, Bazaar and 

continued to the main square of the city. This constant movement helped to separate spatial 

territories, regulate social relations, and even give a sense of security to the inhabitants of a city. 

The velocity of movement at the overlap of the layers was consciously reduced at three scales, 

micro, medium and macro, and sometimes rested to provide a suitable behavioral environment for 

social interactions. Places such as courtyard-scale in houses (for family interaction), neighborhood 

centers (for neighbors’ interaction), and city-scale squares (for city dwellers interaction) provided 

the socio-spatial connections of urban life. The architecture of the present age, following all its 

successes and failures, has optimally included the individual dimensions of human beings, and 

what remains is most of the social dimensions of this being. Certainly, meeting the individual 

needs of human beings along with social interactions in the dimensions of family, neighborhood, 

and even wider dimensions, will lead human beings to perfection. 

 

With the rapid developments of the contemporary era, entering the transition phase and changing 

the subsistence infrastructure and social relations, this quality was disrupted. With the placement of 

the checkered network of streets, most of the alleys and public spaces of the neighborhoods, which 

were the center of social interactions of the residents, were reduced to passageways and social life 

disappeared. 

 

Sahl-ebne-Ali neighborhood of Yazd, as one of the important neighborhoods that has met part of 

the cultural, social and religious needs of the community, consisted of those who had a common 

culture and extensive interactions with each other. Due to the factors mentioned above, as well as 

the weakening of relations between families, it has caused people to move away from constructive 

interactions. Therefore, this study intends to measure social interactions and sustainability in this 

neighborhood by measuring the criteria of body, environmental activities and human factors in the 

collective spaces of Sahl-ebne-Ali neighborhood located in the historical city of Yazd, while 

preserving cultural and historical values. 

 

 

2 NEIGHBORHOOD, A PLACE FOR HUMAN CONNECTION 

 

A neighborhood is a place that forms the basis of the interaction between humans and structures. 

The neighborhood is a socially suitable place for the formation of social organizations as well as 

cultural and social aspects of urban affairs and is considered as an essential tool for understanding 

the relationship between people, community and nature. In other words, the neighborhood in the 

concept of activity and place is the most important structural element in people's daily lives [1]. 

Historical neighborhoods have been a spatial hierarchy from a completely private space to a 

completely public space, whose collective spaces have been a multifaceted and multi-functional 

space. It can be said that each person's first experience of an impersonal and public space was the 

public space of the neighborhood, where prepares the person to attend public spaces [2]. 

 

Charles Horton Cooley, who made the first scientific attempt to identify urban neighborhoods, 

examined the neighborhood as a social organization and the process of socialization and face-to-

face community, emphasizing the importance of the first group as the family, the children 

playgroup, neighborhood units and its impact on children's socialization and the creation of 

normative patterns of behavior, the role of "community familiar with each other and face-to-face 
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dialogue based on family, common place and common public interests" is important in the 

durability and consistency of social ties [3]. In 1999, a document was drawn up on the future shape 

of British cities. The report recommends "a hierarchy of public spaces related to buildings and their 

entrances in order to strengthen the sense of security and a sense of belonging to a cohesive local 

community" [3]. 

 

The sense of belonging to the main center has led to social integration and social relations and have 

been very delicate in the formation of the neighborhood and the communication network and other 

physical elements such as water storage, mosque, Hosseinieh, Saqakhaneh and Hammam [4]. 

 

Table 1. Neighborhood socialization factors; Source: Author 

 

Neighborhood socialization 

• Connecting users with neighborhood residents 

• Flexibility and usability at different hours 

• Supporter of various social groups 

• Multipurpose space and meeting different needs 

• Enclosure to instill a sense of security and a sense of place 

• Use of green space 

• Simplicity of shapes in part and whole in order to understand the space and create rhythm  

• Proportions of the dimensions of the buildings in relation to each other 

• Human scale  

• Diversity and contrast with regularity and avoid monotony 

• Structure and identity to create a memory 

• Conceivability and readability to understand the environment 

• Physical and visual permeability 

• Spatial hierarchy 

• Paying attention to local and traditional architecture in order to create attachment and belonging 

 

2.1. Sustainable Conservation of Neighborhoods  

Historic sites can continue to live in the heart of contemporary life when they have the ability to 

meet the needs of their residents and be recognized as a desirable content by them. Now, 

considering the changing nature of societies and their needs over time, the need for change in 

historical environments is needed. Therefore, with the beginning of the third millennium, the 

interaction of the two concepts of conservation and development was emphasized so that 

conservation along with development and change management can meet the needs of residents that 

arose from the conditions of each era, while preserving all-round heritage values. As a result, 

conservation has become a comprehensive and integrated concept that, in addition to all the 

different aspects of heritage, also includes the component of change. After considering the concept 

of "sustainability" as a requirement for the continuity of environmental life, this concept has been 

used in the urban area since the mid-nineties; Which sought to continue the life of an urban 

environment as a livable content for residents and with respect to the economic, social and 

environmental balance paid attention to all aspects of that environment. As a result, due to the 

alignment of the concept of sustainability with the ultimate goal of conservation, sustainability 

became the main component in conservation and the sustainable conservation approach was 

adopted as the main approach in the twenty-first century. Sustainable protection is a 

comprehensive approach that, with a comprehensive view, includes two components of change and 

continuity [5]. According to various documents and statements in this field, a common definition 

for the concept of sustainability can be reached, which includes three dimensions: environmental, 

economic and social; Sustainability is the common denominator of these three areas [6]. This issue 

has been focused on neighborhood-wide movements over the past 150 years, with the main goal of 

improving living conditions and protecting natural resources, and many of the proposed solutions 

have been used to date [7]. 
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In the 21st century, the human and social dimensions in historical environments and issues such as 

the interaction of different human groups with each other and also their interaction with the 

environment and its tangible and intangible values were emphasized. Communities and collective 

life in the public spaces of neighborhoods play an effective role in establishing social interactions 

between individuals and are therefore the most appropriate platform for achieving sustainable 

urban development. These spaces have the nature of stability hidden in them and only need to 

realize their potential [8]. 

 

Public spaces play an effective role in establishing social interactions between individuals and thus 

preserving and stabilizing historical environments. Collective living in public spaces depends on 

promoting social interactions [9], attracting different individuals and groups [10], social security 

and thus encouraging different groups to increase tolerance in a more social environment [11], and 

the creation of an active and lively atmosphere. Socialization in public spaces is based on people's 

need for a sense of social belonging and interaction with each other, and this will be possible in a 

supportive social space along with providing physiological comfort [12], claim to territory, sense 

of ownership and justice in space [13]. Social interaction and communication can be a physical 

issue, a look, a conversation and communication between people, which itself requires the 

definition of appropriate events and activities and thus the role of people in space and their 

membership in groups and social networks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. The relationship between public space and collective life; Source: Author 

 

Thus, the social environment results from a stable combination of activity and place, the three basic 

elements of which are humans, body or environment, and activity that human beings in that do in 

the environment. The relationship between these three factors affects the socialization of space. 

This means that the more the environment is in harmony with the behavior and the environment 

can meet human needs, the more the environment will be able to attract the audience. Therefore, 

effective factors in people's desire for social interaction and sociability of urban public spaces can 

be divided into the following three categories [14]: 

• Physical factors that shape the environment 

• Environmental functions and activities 

• Human factors (psychosocial factors of space users) 

In fact, the establishment of social interactions between individuals and the sociability of spaces 

can be achieved by properly combining spatial-physical, functional and behavioral characteristics 

of space users. 

 

 

3 INTERACTIONS AND SOCIAL STABILITY IN SAHL-EBNE-ALI NEIGHBORHOOD 

 

Sahl-ebne-Ali neighborhood, which is located in the southern part of the historical area of Yazd, 

has elements such as Sahl-ebne-Ali mosque and tomb, water reservoir and valuable houses such as 

Rasoulian house. The formation of this area as a neighborhood is related to the late Zandieh and 

early Qajar period and parts of it have expanded in the Pahlavi period. Sahl-ebne-Ali neighborhood 

is located near the southern part of the historical bazaar and this issue has raised this neighborhood 

Public Space 

Social Space 

• Exchange ideas 

• Activities and uses 

• Sociability 

• Comfort and scenery 

• Physical and mental access 

• Dependent social life of individuals 

• Formation due to the mental image of collective memory 

 



Kerpic’22 – Re-Thinking Earthen Architecture for Sustainable Development 

9th International Conference  
İstanbul Turkey, 30 June –3 July / 2022 

 

 

as one of the important neighborhoods for merchants in the past. Considering the quality of the 

buildings in the neighborhood, it can be seen that this neighborhood has been inhabited by wealthy 

people in the past. A study of the past situation of Sahl-ebne-Ali neighborhood shows the existence 

of a traditional neighborhood center active in the past due to its elements (water storage, Hammam, 

Bazaar, Mosque and tomb of Sahl-ebne-Ali) which were located in the main path of the 

neighborhood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. (Left) The area of Sahl-ebne-Ali neighborhood in the field of world registration, which is 

marked in blue; Redrawing: Author. 

 

Figure 3. (Right) Sahl-ebne-Ali neighborhood area; Redrawing: Author. 

 

Changes and transformations in social, economic and physical affairs over time on the one hand 

and the street paving of the Pahlavi period on the other are the two main factors of sudden changes 

and physical disintegration of this neighborhood and consequently the evacuation of the 

neighborhood indigenous inhabitants and the replacement of rural and non-indigenous immigrants, 

have provided the ground for its physical deterioration. By constructing Pahlavi Street and passing 

it through the main backbone of Sahl-ebne-Ali neighborhood into two separate sections, it 

provided the ground for the loss of working life of this main part of the neighborhood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4. Pahlavi-era street paving; Redrawing: Author. 

 

This factor, along with other factors such as changes in people's patterns and lifestyles and the loss 

of function of the main elements of the neighborhood such as water storage, bazaar, mosque and 

caravanserai caused the neighborhood to lose its definition as a homogeneous social unit and only 

the main structure and skeleton of the neighborhood and some of its elements remain. 

 

Based on multiple sources, the criteria of "social security", "social participation", and "social 

interaction", "universality (disabled)", "pedestrian / bicycle-based", and "spatial diversity and 

"vitality" is known as the most important components affecting the realization of social 

sustainability [15]. Based on the above criteria in the form of physical components, environmental 
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activities and human factors, a questionnaire has been developed and the general results are 

presented in the table below. 

 

Table 2. The most important components in the realization of socialization, interactions and social 

sustainability; Source: Author. 

 

Percentage Response  Components  Aspects 

S
o
cializatio

n
, in

teractio
n
s an

d
 so

cial su
stain

ab
ility

 

20% Yes 
Forming and organizing collective spaces by inviting 

local people to participate in various activities 

Physical 

80% No 

0% Yes Comfort and physical comfort of passages and spaces 

due to proper arrangement of furniture 100% No 

90% Yes Form, geometry, order, harmony, variety of 

dimensions and proportions and other aesthetic 

dimensions of passages and spaces 10% No 

0% Yes Provide a calm atmosphere and visual security 

through the visibility of passages, proper lighting, 

free lines of vision, elimination of insecure areas and 

the presence of signs and symbols for easier 

understanding and prevention of misguidance 

100% No 

40% Yes Optimal use of natural materials and natural elements 

such as water, plants, light and shade in the 

neighborhood 60% No 

20% Yes Desirability of circulation, spatial communication and 

access to passages, especially for the elderly 80% No 

90% Yes Existence of sufficient parking lots and favorable 

connection with the urban transportation system 10% No 

15% Yes Efforts to form purposeful communities and 

spontaneous cultural activities based on the 

environment and gatherings 

Activity 

85% No 

65% Yes 
Considering the characteristics of the type of activity, 

activity density, activity concentration, activity scale, 

activity time in defining the uses in order for the 

audience to benefit from appropriate services in the 

neighborhood 
35% No 

25% Yes 
Provide active entertainment such as direct 

experience of space, people and social and passive 

activities such as the ability to observe and watch 

others and events and happenings 
75% No 

15% Yes 
Creating a platform for creating organized social 

interactions such as free exchange of information in 

the form of demonstration and training of skills, 

gaining environmental experiences and the possibility 

of creative expression of individuals and groups 
Human 

85% No 

15% Yes Provide the necessary conditions for random social 

interactions such as dialogue 85% No 

65% Yes Providing the necessary facilities for the presence of 

various social groups in the neighborhood, especially 

the elderly, as well as young people and adolescents 35% No 
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in order to create culture 

10% Yes 
Establishing security and mental comfort 

90% No 

The designed questions were presented to two groups of experts and non-experts. Specialists 

include 20 students of architecture, urban planning and professors, and non-specialists include 30 

residents, permanent and temporary passers-by. Some examples of questions were raised as 

follows: 

- In the activities of the collective spaces of the neighborhood (such as the cultural ceremonies of 

Sadoughi House, various ceremonies in Sahl-ebne-Ali shrine, various ceremonies of the Faculty of 

Art and Architecture, etc.) is the presence of local people used to participate in various activities? 

- Do the passages and spaces inside the neighborhood have suitable furniture? 

- Do the passages and collective spaces of the neighborhood have form, geometry, order, harmony, 

harmony, variety of dimensions and proportions and other aesthetic dimensions? 

- Do the passages and spaces inside the neighborhood have security, proper lighting, and the signs 

and symbols needed for easier understanding? 

 

In general, both groups of respondents are dissatisfied with the current situation of the 

neighborhood, which was socially assessed in the realization of sustainable protection, which is 

62.9% in the physical dimension, 65% in the activity dimension and 73.8% in the human 

dimension. The results of the evaluation indicate that in terms of physical dissatisfaction due to 

lack of necessary furniture and equipment, adequate lighting and adequate security, use of green 

space and good circulation for the elderly and residents. In terms of activity, dissatisfaction is due 

to the lack of spaces and collective activities, required uses, as well as appropriate urban services 

and infrastructure, especially recreational and leisure services for residents, and from a human 

point of view, dissatisfaction is due to the lack of attention to lay the groundwork and provide the 

necessary facilities for the presence of various social groups in the neighborhood. Based on the 

analysis and analysis of data, the identified weaknesses and gaps should be used as an opportunity 

to address it and the factor of continued community presence with emphasis on social dimensions 

in achieving sustainability. 

 

 

4 CONCLUSION 

 

Given what has been said, sustainability means the continuation of a platform's ability to respond to 

the needs of communities while interacting with the environment around them in the long run; 

Therefore, in order to achieve it, it is necessary to pay attention to the preservation and promotion 

of human well-being, just like environmental welfare; In other words, sustainability should not 

only focus on environmental standards, but should also include social interactions, including 

human-human and human-environmental interactions, which point to the importance and effective 

role of social dimensions in achieving sustainability. 

 

Sustainability provides an integrated and dynamic vision of conservation, in the shadow of which 

conservation seeks to meet contemporary needs; Therefore, when effective protection is formed, it 

causes continuity in the historical environment and that environment becomes stable. Now, 

considering that the continuity of life of an environment depends on the continuity of the presence 

of society and its interaction with the environment around it, and also due to the challenges of 

today's modern and industrial world, social dimensions are of considerable importance. Hence, 

"social sustainability" is the driving force that plays an important role in finding this cycle (the 

cycle of protection and sustainability) and is considered as a turning point in sustainable protection. 

Also, the concept of social sustainability itself consists of components that by promoting each of 

them, social sustainability is also promoted and affects the process of sustainable protection. 

 

However, in sustainable neighborhood planning, it is necessary to consider social and economic 

issues along with environmental stimuli, if unstable social conditions can ultimately lead to 
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environmental instability. Meanwhile, Sahl-ebne-Ali neighborhood, located in the southern part of 

the historical context of Yazd, is known as one of the historical and important neighborhoods of 

Yazd, which has been able to maintain the physical features of traditional Iranian neighborhoods to 

a large extent; This is while the unfavorable social situation has led to dissatisfaction and 

inconsistency of social status and environmental qualities. The present study is a field research 

with a descriptive-analytical approach in which a theoretical framework was developed using the 

documentary method and data collection was collected in the neighborhood using a survey method 

and a questionnaire. The results show that the level of residents' satisfaction with environmental 

qualities is low and as a result, social stability is low, which indicates the decline of social capital 

among the residents of this neighborhood and the cause of neighborhood migration in recent 

decades and the gradual rupture of kinship relations between residents. 

 

The unbalanced structure of the distribution of functions, the separation of the ossification of the 

neighborhood and the lack of neighborhood green space, recreational and leisure services in the 

neighborhood have created social instability. Based on this, organizing functions and social 

structures, implementing neighborhood accesses, developing local social networks, and finally 

creating spaces for communication between residents can be considered as the most important 

suggestions in the strengthening of the interaction between environmental qualities and social 

sustainability. 
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