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ABSTRACT 
 

As the archaeological remains indicate, adobe is one of the building materials that has been in 

existence since the earliest known period. Particularly in residential architecture, the inaccessibility 

of wood and stone materials, according to the characteristics of the region, necessitated the use of 

earthen materials. The use of earth-based adobe is common in rural architecture, especially in the 

mid-latitude region of the world, as it is easily available, does not require production facilities, and 

is economical and sustainable. The adobe architecture, which was used as a building material in the 

traditional architecture of the ancient Anatolian and Mesopotamian civilizations, still exists present 

day. Although adobe material differs in terms of its properties depending on the presence of water 

in the region, the type of earth, molding, and drying techniques, it is generally accepted as a 

common architectural and cultural heritage for thousands of years. Due to its cultural and 

architectural heritage, adobe architecture, which needs to be preserved and maintained, is in danger 

of losing its unique examples by being damaged due to the decrease in adobe mastery and 

abandonment due to migration from rural to urban areas, and neglect. In this context, the study 

aimed to draw attention to adobe architecture, adobe structures, which constitute the rural 

architecture of the Erimli Neighborhood of Diyarbakır province and are mostly composed of 

dwellings, were selected for examination. 13 unique dwellings selected in the Erimli Neighborhood 

have been examined in terms of façade arrangements. The positions of the dwellings to each other 

and the streets, the fullness and gap rates on the façade, the size, form, and location of the openings 

that composed the façade architecture were determined by photographs and drawings and grouped 

within themselves. The findings obtained aimed to draw attention to the place and importance of 

the rural architecture of the Erimli Neighborhood of Diyarbakır Province, built with adobe, in 

adobe architecture with its unique qualities. The necessity of preserving and maintaining the adobe 

architecture of the Erimli Neighborhood which has existed as a result of many years of experience 

and tradition has been tried to be revealed. 
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