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ABSTRACT  

 

UNESCO underlines that culture needs to be considered a significant issue in sustainable 

development. The UNESCO 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 

Heritage, UNESCO Recommendation on the Safeguarding of Traditional Culture and Folklore of 

1989, and UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity of 2001 have underscored the 

importance of intangible cultural heritage as a mainspring of cultural diversity and a guarantee of 

sustainable development.  

The knowledge, skills, and practices of local building craftsmen that have continued in local 

building tradition in the rural settlements of Anatolia constitute a significant part of intangible 

cultural heritage. The documentation and transmission of know-how, skills, techniques, and 

methods of the masters as the practitioners of the building tradition are compulsory for their 

conservation and the continuity of tradition. Considering 17 goals highlighted within the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development published by the United Nations General Assembly in 2015, 

the continuity of local building tradition is especially significant for providing sustainable 

development in historic environments throughout the rapid change process and the development of 

tourism. 

In recent years, the traditional building ways, particularly, earthen architecture, have gained 

importance in the discussions on sustainability; and the number of studies on the use of local 

building materials in the design of new buildings has noticeably increased. In the publications 

issued by the World Heritage Center, the availability and economic quality of adobe material is 

regarded to contribute to sustainable development. Among the risks to earthen architecture, the 

absence of traditional conservation measures is particularly emphasized. As a result, it is 

emphasized that earthen constructions require special attention in terms of conservation. The 

sustainability of the earthen architecture throughout the restorations and new buildings is linked 

with the transmission of specific knowledge, and skills of master builders related to earthen 

architecture to the new generations. Therefore, it is necessary to find the living experienced 

building masters and documentation of their specific knowledge about traditional construction 

techniques.  This study tries to put forward a specific methodology for documentation of the 

knowledge of local building masters experienced in earthen architecture from Konya. The study 

uses a mixed methodology composed of architectural and folklore documentation methods, 

specifically, in-depth interviews, and observation, to document both tangible and intangible aspects 

of traditional craftsmanship. 
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