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ABSTRACT 

 

Adobe material has been used in architecture from past to present. In traditional building materials, 

it is used in many functions such as carrier element, wall filling, roof cover in the building system. 

It is widely used especially in rural areas due to many factors such as being easy to produce, low 

cost, environmentally friendly and healthy. Adobe has been used in both civil and religious 

buildings all over the World. It has been used as low-rise especially in earthquake zones and in 

Turkey, but it can also be used as multi-storey in places where there is no earthquake zone.  

In the study, the earthquake zones in the World are shown on the world map, and the effects of 

adobe buildings in earthquake zones are mentioned. Then, especially from Africa, which is not an 

earthquake zone, to the Djenne mosque, which was included in the World Cultural Heritage list by 

UNESCO, to the Bobo Dioulasso Grand Mosque and Shibam settlement in Yemen, which is on the 

UNESCO World Cultural Heritage list, defined as high (5 to 11 floors) in the Arabian Peninsula. In 

the evaluation section, it has been tried to compare these examples with the ancient settlements that 

took place in the history of adobe building in Turkey and the structures that are commonly seen 

today. In the evaluation, the seismicity conditions, the construction years of the buildings and their 

current usage situations are included. The study was completed by concluding that the adobe 

structure is long-lasting and the height of the building depends on the earthquake zone. 
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